PHOTO STORY NEW ORAL GUIDANCE FOR CARE HOMES
Dependent older people in care homes are set to benefit from oral care guidance launched on 26 September by NHS Education for Scotland (NES), in conjunction with NHS Health Scotland.
Caring for Smiles is Scotland's national oral health improvement programme for dependent older people. The new resource, Caring for Smiles -A Guide for Care Homes, has been developed in collaboration with key stakeholders and is endorsed by the Care Inspectorate.
The resource emphasises the importance of providing personcentred, safe and effective care by detailing the importance of individual oral health risk assessments, providing daily oral care specific to residents' needs and describing the associated links between poor oral health and systemic disease. It will support the training delivered by NHS teams and serve as a reference for oral health information and best practice relevant to older people.
Tom Ferris, Deputy Chief Dental Officer, Scottish Government, said: 'A clean, healthy mouth is fundamental to everyone's quality of life' .
Caring for Smiles -A Guide for Care Homes will be distributed to all care homes that participate in the training programme.
HIV-POSITIVE DENTISTS
The restriction on HIV-positive dentists practising in England, in place since 1990, will be removed from April 2014.
COMMENTARY:
Deborah Jack, Chief Executive of NAT (National AIDS Trust): Allowing healthcare workers living with HIV to undertake exposure-prone procedures corrects the current guidance which offers no more protection for the general public but keeps qualified and skilled people from working in the career they had spent many years training for. Scotland's Chief Medical Officer Sir Harry Burns: HIVpositive staff will be able to undertake previously restricted procedures only if they are on treatment. Patients are also protected by infection-control procedures, which minimise the risk of the transmission of all infections, including any infection from healthcare worker to patient Northern Ireland, DHSSPS spokesperson: The Department of Health (DHSSPS) in Northern Ireland is considering whether to lift restrictions which stop healthcare staff with HIV performing a number of medical procedures. The minister will consider advice on this issue shortly, which includes the outcome of a Northern Ireland consultation, and will announce his intentions in due course. Wales Health Minister Mark Drakeford: What we need is a simpler system that continues to protect the public by encouraging people to get tested for HIV as early as possible and that does not hold back some of our best healthcare workers. By removing the ban on the sale of self-testing kits and updating the restrictions that stop healthcare workers from treating patients, we are bringing Wales and the rest of the UK in line with most other Western countries. David Croser, dentist and campaigner: It is good news that dental colleagues living with HIV will now be able to return to work but would it not be reasonable for them to be compensated in some way for the delay, ie the period of time during which their ability to work had been unnecessarily curtailed?
SOUTH WALES AGM
BDA South Wales Branch will be holding their Annual General Meeting on Friday 22 November at 7 pm at the Village Hotel, Swansea. As the AGM will be followed by a Swansea & West Wales Section meeting members are requested to book to attend. Reception and buffet will be from 6.30 pm, with the presentation on an 'Introduction to Motivational Interviewing' by Dr Caroline Limbert at 7 pm. Contact Dr Simone Davies to book your place.
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